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became permanent members of that body, if, at the end
of their year of office, their public conduct should have
been found satisfactory. These high officers were thus
made accountable for their administration and liable to
impeachment in case of misbehaviour, while they were
elected by the whole body of the citizens, including, of
course, as the Eupatrids called them, the rabble of the
fourth class. But if by exclusion of the poorer Eupatrids
from these great offices the spell of the ancient despotism
of religion and blood was broken, the relations of the
tribes to the state continued nevertheless unchanged.
Unless the citizen belonged to a tribe, he could not, even
if he belonged to the richest class, be either an archon or
a member of the Areiopagos, nor could he belong to the
Probouleutic Council or Senate, which determined the
measures to be submitted to the public assembly, and
which consisted of 400 members, in the proportion of one
hundred for each tribe.

Thus by giving to every citizen a place in the great
council which elected the chief magistrates and reviewed
Results of their conduct at the end of their year of
tiS/ofSk" office> an(i bY securing to all the right of per-
Soion.            sonal appeal to the archon, Solon assured to

the main body of the people a certain independence of
the Eupatrids, which might hereafter be built up into
a compact fabric of civil liberty; but since no one who
did not possess the religious title, as being the member
of a tribe, could hold office, Solon practically left the con-
stitution, as he found it, oligarchic. Still his conviction
that he had done much to improve the condition of his
countrymen generally is attested by the condition which
represents him as binding the Athenians for ten, or, as
some said, for a hundred years, to suffer no change to be
made in his laws, and then, to make it impossible that
such change might come from himsetf, departing on a pil-